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 Adventure play, water play, nature play; Roll/skate/bike active play; Artful play/playful art.
 A broad Active Transport network that is playful and artful.
 More nature         more nature play, healthier cities, shade and cooling (climate change adaptation).
 Culturally relevant food and art is valued in busy community hubs, but need added play opportunities. 
 Prioritize child and youth mental-physical health for long-term community wellbeing and resilience.
 Inclusion and celebration of diversity will promote safety in communities.
 Create safe outdoor play opportunities in the vicinity of affordable family housing.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

3 MAJOR OPPORTUNITIES

Urban greenspace, park and forest revitalization, or any rewilding and restoration of ecological    
 functions incorporates more nature-play opportunity for young people.
Active transport networks (greenways, bike-routes, transit systems) become play-networks further
incentivizing sustainable and healthy modes of transportation, and supporting active lifestyle habits
from childhood.

A HEALTHY & COMPLETE COMMUNITY IS SUSTAINABLE THROUGH PLAY
PLAY IS A BASIC NEED for children & youth. Utilize the interconnectedness between the goals of play,
thriving urban natural systems, sustainability/carbon neutrality and climate adaptation by ensuring that:

More public space in the vicinity of food-hubs, OR food-vendors in the vicinity of ‘play hubs.’ 
Community art for placemaking, celebration of culture and diversity.

CULTURALLY RELEVANT ART AND FOOD CONNECTS US

Community connectedness, safety, resilience, and equity-diversity-inclusion are also significantly
interconnected – effective efforts to achieve these goals also need to intersect. Promoting the celebration of
diversity through increased access to culturally relevant food and community-initiated, co-designed/co-
created art will make neighbourhoods more welcoming, fun, safe, vibrant, complete, and connected. 

Make Indigenous Cultures more visible in ALL Vancouver neighbourhoods. 
Target settler families and children with Indigenous Cultural Awareness programming. 

WHERE IS THE GOAL OF RECONCILIATION? 

While the goal of Truth and Reconciliation with First Nations did not emerge as a unique priority within
these groups, young people did express the need to celebrate diverse cultures more. However, there remains
a need to bring more awareness of the need for Truth and Reconciliation to non-Indigenous children, youth
and their families.
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ABOUT SCY'S CHILD &
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

The Society for Children and Youth of BC (SCY) is a
provincial non-governmental organization. Our mission is
to improve the well-being of children and youth in BC
through the advancement of their civic, political,
economic, social, cultural and legal rights. SCY works on
building child and youth capacity through direct
engagement with young people and by providing
consultation for local governments or community
organizations. 

SCY's Child and Youth Friendly Communities projects
support child-friendly city building with young people.
Over the past five years we have worked in collaboration
with various City of Vancouver planning teams to ensure
that children and youth have a strong voice in their
community's planning initiatives. Our aim is to ensure that
public engagement is a deep and meaningful experience
for young people.

VANCOUVER PLAN
SUMMER 2021

During the month of July and August SCY’s CYFC
facilitators worked with five community groups, offering a
Kid City Builders 2-session workshop to children
attending summer day-camps. The goal of these
workshops was to inform young children and adolescents
about the new Vancouver Plan, and its 10 provisional
goals, then to gather child input on these goals, with a
specific focus on how we can achieve the development of
complete and connected communities within the
neighbourhoods of our young participants.
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PARTICIPANTS & NEIGHBOURHOOD
WALKING ROUTES
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A total of 110 children ages four to sixteen
participated in this youth engagement
program. Participating students were
registered in summer camp programs at
five different locations in South and East
Vancouver.  The average age was 8-10 years
old, and participants represented a diversity
of genders and backgrounds.

110 YOUNG PEOPLE

C H I L D  &  Y O U T H  P A R T I C I P A N T S
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48 CHILDREN      AGES 6-12

H A S T I N G S - S U N R I S E  E A S T

21 CHILDREN      AGES 5-11

V I C T O R I A - F R A S E R V I E W  N O R T H

14 CHILDREN      AGES 9-12

V I C T O R I A - F R A S E R V I E W  S O U T H

20 CHILDREN      AGES 4-7

K E N S I N G T O N - C E D A R  C O T T A G E

7 YOUTH      AGES 12-16

H A S T I N G S - S U N R I S E  W E S T



METHODS OF ENGAGEMENT
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VERBAL PROMPTS

Verbal prompts used with all groups for the workshops were the following: 

Workshops were offered in two full or two half-day formats. Day one began with a brief
mapping activity followed by a neighbourhood walk and photo-documentation. The walk
aimed to tour the nearest parks, public spaces and shopping streets identified by the
children as important in their everyday lives. During the walk participants were asked to
photograph areas they would like to see unchanged in the future, as well as areas they think
will need improvement and redesign. 

During the walk students were
engaged in informal conversations
with the facilitators on various
aspects of complete communities,
including inclusiveness, access to
goods, services and amenities,
safety, walkability, bikeability,
transit, climate-change adaptation,
and various forms of affordable
housing that already exist or could
exist in the neighbourhood. 

DAY 1: NEIGHBOURHOOD WALKS

"Complete communities work well for everyone. When planning for the future of Vancouver –
30-50 years down the road - what would you like to see in your community? What are the
things here in the City that you’d like to keep, and what would you change or redesign? On our
neighbourhood walk take photos of both these ‘likes’ (that you would keep) and the ‘dislikes’
(that you’d like to change). For day two’s model building you will pick an area that isn’t working
too well at the moment and will get to redesign this public space by building your ideas into a
3D model.."
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Verbal prompts used with all groups for the workshops were the following: 

METHODS OF ENGAGEMENT
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Day two consisted of a Redesign Workshop. Here participants were asked to select one of
their photographs of a space that can be improved and create a 3D Redesign Model. The
models were crafted from cardboard and other recycled materials. The Victoria-Fraserview
South group also engaged online with the Vancouver Plan’s Education Portal materials.
.

DAY 2: REDESIGN MODELS

REDESIGN SELECTIONS
The following are a compilation of photographs taken by young people that they then
selected for their Redesign Models:
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REDESIGN SELECTIONS
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ENGAGEMENT RESULTS
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T H R I V I N G  U R B A N
N A T U R A L  S Y S T E M S

C O M P L E T E / C O N N E C T E D
C O M M U N I T I E S

A  S A F E  &  R E S I L I E N T
C I T Y

E Q U I T Y ,  D I V E R S I T Y  &
I N C L U S I O N

WHAT MAKES A COMMUNITY WORK WELL
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN VANCOUVER?

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

A  P L A Y F U L  F U N  C I T Y
S U S T A I N A B L E  &
C A R B O N  N E U T R A L

A F F O R D A B L E  C H I L D -
F R I E N D L Y  H O U S I N G

A  H E A L T H Y  E C O N O M Y

Data for our analysis came from student pictures (taken on day one), small and large-group
discussions (both days), and student’s verbal descriptions of their Redesign Models (on day
two). Deductive coding was used initially to group child and youth input into the existing 10
provisional goals for the Vancouver Plan. Participant input fit under seven of these ten goals.
In addition to the deductive coding based on predetermined themes (the 10 provisional
goals), there was an 11th theme – or goal – that emerged with inductive coding. We labelled
this the ‘Playful Fun City’ (FUN) theme. 

While it may be possible to pool this theme under the goal of ‘Complete and Connected
Communities’ because the prompting question directed young people to tell us what will
make their community complete, we decided to keep the theme as a separate category in
this report. This decision was based on how uniquely dominant the theme was in
comparison to all the other themes (or provisional goals). 
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ENGAGEMENT RESULTS
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Our graph below shows the eight major goals (themes), and their frequency (the number of
times this was mentioned by young people) in the participant data. The ‘FUN’ theme was
further divided into the following three sub-categories: ‘Fun-Play,’ ‘Fun-Art’ and ‘Fun-Other.’ 
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Overall, more than 50% (60/117) of participant input fit in the 'FUN' category, with 'Fun-Play'
being the dominant theme (25/117), followed by 'Fun-Other' (19/117), and 'Fun-Art' (16/117).
The second most dominant theme for children and youth was the goal of a 'Sustainable and
Carbon Neutral' city (19/117), followed closely by ‘Thriving Natural Systems’ (18/117). Next
came the goals of ‘Complete and Connected Communities’ (9/117) and a ‘Safe and Resilient’
city (8/117). Finally, the themes of ‘Equity – Diversity – Inclusion’ were mentioned by the one
older youth group. ‘Affordable Housing’ was elaborated twice to make this ‘Affordable &
Child Friendly Housing’ (2/117), and an issue within the theme of a ‘Healthy Economy’ was
also mentioned by one group.
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Some of the major play themes presented in
children’s 3D models were water play, nature play
and adventure play. Water play structures included
both natural (creek-like) and human-built (pool or
hot-tub) designs. Adventure play elements were
generally big and/or fast: high castle-towers, giant
slides, swings, trampolines and ziplines. Bike and
skate parks were also prevalent in young people’s
models.

A PLAYFUL FUN CITY
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1

Play – especially outdoor active play - has multiple physical and mental health benefits. Play
builds individual and community resilience, helping process and overcome trauma and
hardship. Play is the primary way young people make social connections and hence build their
community and sense of connectedness. Outdoor play also greatly promotes physical activity,
which has short and long-term health benefits and is a primary mode of disease prevention.

A healthy and complete community must be a playful place – children and youth cannot be
healthy and cannot thrive without regular outdoor play affordances promoting healthy play
experiences in their lives. Play is a basic need for children.

A HEALTHY COMPLETE COMMUNITY IS  PLAYFUL

OPPORTUNITY
‘Daylighting’ Vancouver’s creek can bring back natural

elements of the environment that promote ecosystem

services, such as natural storm-water drainage and

wildlife habitat, and at the same time provide a growing

urban population with the natural green-blue spaces that

keep kids playing outdoors, and ensure all of us stay

healthy and happy in cities.
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A PLAYFUL FUN CITY
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Two major themes were prevalent in participants’ input: One was to address ‘ugly’ graffiti
that shows signs of vandalism and neglect – replacing these with official or sanctioned
‘beautiful’ graffiti art-work, such as large wall-murals. Along similar lines, adding community
art to the streetscapes and parkscapes was perceived as a major benefit and something
young people would like to see more of. 

1

ARTFUL FUN

Child & Youth Friendly Communities 
2021 Summer Vancouver Engagement Report



A PLAYFUL FUN CITY
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1

OTHER FUN

Many participants talked about aspects that make their neighbourhood public spaces (e.g.
park, playground, street plaza) inviting and enjoyable, or the opposite. Generally garbage,
other signs of pollution (such as visible oil spills from vehicles), vandalism such as graffiti,
and impact from construction were considered issues that need to be addressed.
Recommendations to counter these issues and make spaces more welcoming and enjoyable
included adding ample seating, and especially rain-covered seating in outdoor public
spaces, putting in colourful ‘fun’ lighting, adding more garbage and recycling bins, more
public washrooms and public showers, hiring more workers to complete city-led
construction and park maintenance at a much faster pace, and enhancing spaces (walls,
street furniture, pavement) with community art (see above).

OPPORTUNITY
Invite and support local youth graffiti artists to add positive art and colour to their community. 
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SUSTAINABLE & CARBON NEUTRAL
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2

OPPORTUNITY
City design that incorporates shade can become a major climate adaptation design feature. 
Adding more trees for play and shade will increase livability for everyone.

3 THRIVING URBAN NATURAL SYSTEMS

There was considerable overlap between the two goals of a sustainable, carbon neutral city and
one with thriving urban natural systems. One of the major recommendations to make the city more
sustainable, less polluted, and better adapted to a changing climate was to rewild or reforest many
areas. This was expressed at times simply by requesting that the city PLANT MORE TREES, more
flowers, more shrubbery wherever possible, while it was elaborated at times, highlighting the
needs and benefits of reforestation. Paved areas, such as parking lots were often the chosen
reforestation and redesign sites.

Our summer walks were significantly
impacted by the heatwaves in Vancouver.
There was a huge difference between
walking on a well-shaded street (such as
Cambridge or Eton Streets in East
Vancouver, and Waverley Avenue) compared
to the less shady streets (such as Oxford or
Renfrew Streets in East Vancouver and East
47th or East 49th in South Vancouver).
Children and youth became exhausted and
unable to walk relatively short distances with
the heat effect, showing us how much the
lack of outdoor shade affects their desire for
outdoor activities, and especially physically
strenuous activities in the summer. Yet
sedentary lifestyles and low levels of outdoor
active play are a major concern for urban
child populations 

Child & Youth Friendly Communities 
2021 Summer Vancouver Engagement Report



ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
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OPPORTUNITY
Vancouver's Greenways plan can incorporate a vast interconnected  cycling network that is
100% vehicle free - such as the Arbutus greenway. Such a network  would address many of the
Vancouver Plan's provisional goals, including expanded thriving natural systems,
sustainability, connectedness, and the new kid's goal: more fun!

A major recommendation from young people for a sustainable and carbon neutral
Vancouver came in the form of expanded active transport networks. Of these the priority
concern was around the safety of cycling lanes – participants generally designed wide and
safe, often separated cycling lanes. Vehicle traffic was reduced in redesign models, and in
some instances public transit was expanded with a network of trains. Car-share and electric
vehicle use was promoted over less sustainable forms of automobile transportation. One
participant highlighted how the city still has vast ‘car-share’ deserts in various
neighbourhoods and explained how this is a major barrier for their family when deciding to
part with the family vehicle. 
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A COMPLETE & CONNECTED
COMMUNITY
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4

Children and youth value the vast and diverse ethnic food culture, and recommend that
affordable food retailers be present not only in neighbourhood centres, on the busiest
‘shopping streets,’ but also near significant green and blue outdoor spaces (next to parks and
waterways). A 15–20-minute walk away from a favourite green/play space for a snack is a
long way to go on short legs. 

Zoning restrictions that limit commercial areas near residential housing lead to ‘incomplete’
communities. A history of building retail on major traffic corridors reduces the safety and
appeal of these areas for children, yet this is where young people and their families find
culturally relevant food and activities. These busier shopping areas are also where most
Vancouverites find their community resources. 

OPPORTUNITY
Add adequate play and green-space areas adjacent to existing busy and bustling shopping
streets (in the form of pocket-parks for example), and/or bring food-vendors to existing
green/play-spaces (for example,  with multiple food-truck spots or small cafés at parks). 
 

The Complete and Connected Communities theme (like others) has significant overlap with
various other provisional goals. Young people’s major input regarding connectedness to
important places and activities includes the recommendation for an improved active
transport network, outlined above.

LOCAL COMMUNITY FOOD VENDORS
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A SAFE & RESILIENT CITY
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5

The majority of input for this theme came from the older youth group. Youth commended
the efforts of law enforcement officers in keeping young people out of prison, yet
highlighted how unsafe the city can be, and especially so for young women. More night-
lighting was recommended as a possible city level solution. At the provincial level youth
requested that there be more medical and mental health supports and services for young
people because mental health facilities for youth are currently exceeding their capacity,
leaving many vulnerable young people without necessary supports and care. Younger
children had some similar (albeit less nuanced) recommendations, including more street
lights and more health-care facilities. 

OPPORTUNITY
A major recommendation (discussed in theme one's 'Artful-Play' section) was to invite graffiti
artists and muralists, especially young artists from local LGBTQ+ communities to decorate the
city spaces with positive art that celebrates our diverse community members.

EQUITY, DIVERSITY &
INCLUSION

6

Youth expressed a need to do more in celebrating our city’s diversity, including celebrations
for the LGBTQ+ community. Explicit, offensive and/or racist graffiti was a concern and
‘dislike’ within all groups. 
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AFFORDABLE CHILD FRIENDLY
HOUSING
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7

HOUSING WITH OUTDOOR PLAY-SPACES 

Affordable housing is a basic need for many families – making affordable housing more child-
friendly however, needs to be part of the discussion if we care about how Vancouver’s
children grow up. Most children’s comments regarding housing addressed the immediate
vicinity of the building, not the inner design or structure, nor the height or density, but
whether or not there were play affordances and spaces right outside the building. Nature
play, water play and roof-top play areas in the vicinity of homes were recommended. One
redesigned parking lot had a cluster of tiny homes with play-areas in between and on the
roof. 

Outdoor play is a major precursor to active lifestyles and lifelong mental and physical health
(as outlined under the first theme). It is therefore the most vulnerable families who need not
merely affordable, but child friendly affordable housing, where there is immediate access to
safe outdoor play spaces and play affordances. Investing in such child friendly design is a
preventative social planning measure – one that can make a major difference between
merely surviving hardships versus developing resilience and having a chance to thrive during
the most formative time in our lives. 

OPPORTUNITY
Imagine what Vancouver would look like if our city bylaws requested that developers allocate as
much outdoor play-space to children and youth as they are, and historically were required to
allocate for parking! Imagine if all that parking space would be for play!
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HEALTHY ECONOMY
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8

DENSITY & HOUSING FORM
During this engagement there was one recommendation for mid-
rise towers (3-5 storeys). Throughout similar work with children
in Vancouver we found that kids are happy in any urban built
form – single-family homes, townhomes, or low-, mid- and high-
rise apartment buildings if they have immediate access to play
and friends. 

Given the low, and decreasing percentage of families living in
Vancouver, it is becoming less and less likely to have even one
other peer (child) on a block in single-family environments. While
these areas of the city are often highly affluent, children here
remain impoverished when it comes to playtime with friends. 

On the other end of the spectrum, the newer mid and high-rise
developments' ‘safety’ features, where fobs limit access to one’s
floor and main floor area create major barriers for children and
adults alike to create new friendships and social connections. 

The second point within this theme was the
importance of local small business within the
community. Many participants commented on a
specialty store or local grocery store in their
neighbourhood that had unique meaning or
significance for participants and/or their
families. Many of these stores were run by
community members. Supporting these small
local businesses over larger chain-stores will
help retain the unique vibrancy of Vancouver’s
various neighbourhoods. 

Two important recommendations emerged under this theme: one (overlapping with Play) was
that in order to ensure that construction and maintenance of public spaces was adequate and
timely, the city could hire more workers to finish public space projects faster. This would
reduce the added stress from construction (noise pollution, traffic congestion, inaccessible
public spaces) and boost the economy by providing more work opportunities within the city. 
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CONCLUSION & SUMMARY OF
RECOMMENDATIONS
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A HEALTHY AND COMPLETE COMMUNITY IS
SUSTAINABLE THROUGH PLAY
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Young people’s input and recommendations showed the integrated nature of the various
goals identified by the Vancouver Plan. They also told us that their number one priority was
missing – youth envision a future Vancouver that is PLAYFUL and FUN. In the section
below the many goals children and youth attended to are presented in clusters, following the
creative recommendations from young people.

Play everywhere: enhanced opportunities for safe, active and adventurous play across all
areas of the city. Play is a developmentally necessary basic need for children to grow up
healthy and happy. Limiting play to delegated play-structures in schools and parks
essentially becomes a barrier to children’s play in the city. Young people would like to
have opportunities for adventurous nature, water, and risky play in all areas of the city,
and especially in neighbourhood centres and in the immediate vicinity of their homes.
Art-based play, especially community led interactive art projects are also of high
importance for youth. 
Sustainability, carbon neutrality and climate adaptation through urban reforestation
and a broad and effective active transportation network that ensures all people have
sustainable mobility choices no matter what their age or ability levels are. Because young 

The top three priorities reported by children and youth for the Vancouver Plan were the
following:

1.

2.



MAJOR OPPORTUNITIES

people do not drive and they also know that they will be
living with the consequences of a changing climate for
the longest period, the majority of young people
supported enhanced bikeways and public transportation
systems as the major solution to reduce individual
carbon emissions. For the majority of children bike lanes
are only safe if they are wide and fully separated from
motor vehicles. While walking is the dominant form of
independent mobility for many of Vancouver’s
youngsters, they also support individual motor-vehicle
use if sustainable: for example, broadening the car-share
options around the city and supporting electric vehicle
use.
3.Thriving urban natural systems: Children and youth persistently value the presence of
nature in any built environment and will seek it out in all forms. The request for more trees,
and generally more nature, be it shrubs, flowers, creeks, ponds, etc., is incessantly present
within all child and youth groups we have encountered over the years. The innately holistic
top recommendation from young people is to integrate more nature with play opportunities
and active transport networks. 

Urban greenspace, park and forest revitalization, or any rewilding and restoration of
ecological     functions incorporates more nature-play opportunity for young people.
Active transport networks (greenways, bike-routes, transit systems) become play-
networks further incentivizing sustainable and healthy modes of transportation, and
supporting active lifestyle habits from childhood.

PLAY IS A BASIC NEED for children & youth. Utilize the interconnectedness between the
goals of play, thriving urban natural systems, sustainability/carbon neutrality and climate
adaptation by ensuring that:
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CULTURALLY RELEVANT ART AND FOOD 
 CONNECTS US

CHILD AND FAMILY FRIENDLY HOUSING NEEDS
TO PROMOTE SAFE OUTDOOR PLAY

Communities centre around culturally relevant food and art: Participants of our
summer workshops, like all Vancouverites, come from diverse backgrounds. Busy
shopping areas where families can purchase culturally relevant foods and goods are of
great significance for them. While children enjoy the community and food in these
spaces, the majority would like to see these areas be safer from vehicle traffic and
enhanced with fun and play. Community-building fun, such as co-designed and
community-built play areas and public art were highly recommended. Small vehicle-free
public spaces, such as the Pop-Up Plazas at side-roads intersecting busy shopping streets
were greatly appreciated and young people would like to see these become more
permanent and designed with playfulness in mind. Providing opportunity for food
vendors to locate near existing parks and greenspaces was also recommended solution.

Children and youth clearly understand that the overall wellbeing, happiness and resilience of
communities depends on many inter-related factors:

While interior space planning and design can make a difference for families, building form
and density are not major concerns for children and youth. What really matters for children
are the spaces between the buildings! There is a major lack of active outdoor play
opportunities in the immediate vicinity of mid or higher density buildings in the City of
Vancouver. Adding a tiny climbing structure next to an apartment building is not adequate
for creative, active, and adventurous play, especially if this is not available for neighbourhood
children and/or cannot be independently accessed. Shared public spaces that integrate
water and nature-play can do a much better job at promoting fun social interactions for all
ages – and it is the liveliness of these places (filled with people rather than cars) that will
make them safe for children. 
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Child and youth mental and physical health needs to be prioritized:  In order to achieve
long-term community wellbeing and resilience, youth expressed the need to provide
more easy-access mental health supports. Recommendations for the issue of insufficient
space available for youth undergoing mental health challenges generally requested a
more coordinated effort from the various levels of government. Safety from criminal
activities, especially substance-use and poverty-related violence would also enhance
child and youth friendliness and could promote more outdoor active play and social
opportunities for young people.
Inclusion and celebration of diversity: Youth and children know (once again, possibly
through lived experience, but also through their innate moral reasoning) that promoting
equity, inclusion and diversity will bring safety to communities. Community-led and co-
designed culturally relevant art projects were considered one creative way to integrate
diversity and inclusion with safety and aesthetic maintenance of urban spaces.  

More public space in the vicinity of food-hubs, OR food-vendors in the vicinity of ‘play
hubs.’ 
Community art for placemaking, celebration of culture and diversity.

Community connectedness, safety, resilience, and equity-diversity-inclusion are significantly
interconnected – effective efforts to achieve these goals also need to intersect. Promoting the
celebration of diversity through increased access to culturally relevant food and community-
initiated, co-designed/co-created art will make neighbourhoods more welcoming, fun, safe,
vibrant, complete, and connected. 

MAJOR OPPORTUNITIES
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WITH CHILDREN,
YOUTH AND FAMILIES
During this summer engagement, as well as with some prior child and youth groups in
Vancouver, the topic of Truth and Reconciliation with First Nations communities did not
emerge as a unique priority. This may tell us that the issue is not in the immediate
awareness of young people, that they may have difficulty understanding it, or our facilitation
prompts do not address the topic adequately. While all our workshops begin with a Land
and First People's Acknowledgement, and some facilitation prompts attend to local
Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge and cultural practices (e.g., ethnobotanical,
ecological and landscape-change related prompts), it is only in SCY’s longer or more Truth
and Reconciliation focused engagement work that the topic receives the time and attention
it deserves. 

Young people's suggestions of supporting more culturally relevant food and art in
community hubs can however, be a good starting place. Sharing culturally relevant food,
dance, and music of local First Nations can enhance community connectedness while raising
awareness, knowledge and understanding of First Nations’ past and present lives within
non-Indigenous communities. If First Nations culture, history and art were more visible in
everyday encounters for children and youth in Vancouver, the topic would most likely
emerge more often during our child and youth-led neighbourhood walks. The goal of these
walks is to see the city through the eyes of young people – our facilitators listen, guide and
encourage, but do not fully lead the group – it is up to the youth to lead/co-lead these
fieldtrips. Thus, we may assume the things that do not emerge are generally missing (out of
sight and out of mind). While schools attend to this topic to some degree, it is the everyday
exposure that brings issues to our awareness. Local First Nations' culture can be celebrated
through more community-based art initiatives and specific programming that targets young
people and their families from all back-grounds. 

MAJOR OPPORTUNITIES

Make Indigenous Cultures more visible in ALL Vancouver neighbourhoods. 

Offer Indigenous Cultural Awareness programming to non-Indigenous families and

children.

Young people expressed the need to celebrate diverse cultures more - this approach can be

applied to the goal of Truth and Reconciliation in Vancouver. There remains a need to bring

more awareness of Truth, Reconciliation and First Nations culture to non-Indigenous children,

youth and their families.
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