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CHILD AND YOUTH LEGAL CENTRE 

(CYLC) 

 

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT WHEN A CYLC LAWYER REPRESENTS YOUR CHILD 

 

Important Information: 

 

• Even though your child has a lawyer, if there is something in particular that you think your 

child wants or needs or that you would like to see happen, it remains your responsibility, as 

your child’s parent, to try to make that happen whether it is a particular court order, 

counselling, travel, etc. Your child’s lawyer may or may not support what you would like to 

have happen. 

 

• When the court is involved, your child does not have decision-making authority. In addition, 

unless a judge says otherwise, there is no age at which your child has the right to decide 

where they are going to live or when he or she will see his or her other parent. Please do not 

tell your child they have these rights. They do not. They have the right to have their rights, 

interests and viewpoints considered, advocated for, and taken into account. 

 

• Our goal is to seek a resolution of conflict that benefits your child. 

 

• At all times, our primary concern is your child’s interests. We work very hard to maintain 

focus on your child and to not be distracted from attending to their interests. 

 

Solicitor-Client Relationship: 

 

• When a lawyer acts as your child’s lawyer, they will maintain a solicitor/client relationship 

with your child such that they do not share information that your child has not given 

permission to share. 

 

• There is no confidentiality between your child’s lawyer and you. 

 

• Please do not ask your child what has happened in meetings with with their lawyer. This is 

their information and you are not entitled to know it without consent. 

 

• CYLC represents your child not you. Counsel for the child is neither party’s lawyer therefore 

please do your best not to ask your child’s lawyer for legal advice for yourself. Do not ask 

your child to ask questions of their lawyer or anyone else at CYLC on your behalf. 
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Meetings with your child: 

 

• Meetings with your child will be scheduled in person at our office, by zoom, or at an 

alternate location. Generally, we will attempt to meet with your child (our client) while they 

are in each party’s care so we may ask you to bring your child to our office or to help ensure 

that they have a private space where they cannot be overheard for a zoom meeting. We 

appreciate the cooperation of each of you to achieve this.  

 

• Depending on the circumstances, including the age of the child and the availability and 

convenience of the meetings, we may be in contact with you to arrange meetings between 

your child and their lawyer. These arrangements will usually be confirmed only with the party 

involved. 

 

• Meetings will usually be approximately one hour but may be shorter or longer as 

circumstances dictate. Meetings with your child will be in private. 

 

• Depending on circumstances, your child’s lawyer will try to meet a minimum of three times 

with your child before making representations or providing information with respect to your 

child’s rights, interests, viewpoints and their context. 

 

• Generally, where a children’s lawyer represents more than one of your children, they will 

meet with siblings separately. 

 

Court proceedings: 

 

• Before you set any court dates about parenting (residency, parenting time, access, travel, 

counselling, etc.) you must find out whether your child’s lawyer is  available, and you must 

advise them of all court applications affecting your child. 

 

• When there are court appearances your child’s lawyer will speak to the court on your child’s 

behalf and will do their best to ensure that both parties are aware of any information and any 

position counsel may be taking on behalf of the child client prior to the court appearance. 

We apologize now if time restrictions ever prevent this from happening. 

 

• Your child’s lawyer should be invited to attend any settlement meetings, mediations or 

arbitrations involving parenting issues about your child. 

 

• CYLC lawyers do not generally get involved in discussions or applications about child 

support or property but we do like to know when applications for child support are occurring. 

Depending on the nature of the issues, we may determine that we will participate in a 

financial matter but only in the rarest of situations. In those cases, we will let you know that 

we intend to participate in the hearing. 
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Communication: 

 

• Your child is entitled to contact their lawyer whenever your child wishes. Your child’s lawyer  

may give your child their mobile phone number but it is only for your child unless your 

child’s lawyer tells you otherwise. 

 

• Unless there is a very good reason not to, your child’s lawyer will generally copy both parties 

(or their counsel) on correspondence (e-mails and letters) of substantive content. 

 

• Please copy each other in your communications with your child’s lawyer. When your child’s 

lawyer responds to you, they may copy the other party with their response. Your 

communications with your child’s lawyer are not privileged or confidential. 

 

• CYLC’s policy is to hear information first from our client, your child. We may therefore tell 

you that we do not need to hear the history or details of your concerns about the other party 

at that particular time.  

 

• Your child’s lawyer  may meet with each party separately, but they will usually not do so until 

they have had several conversations with your child. Meetings with parties are held during 

business hours and only on our child client’s instructions. 

 

• If there seems to be some benefit, we may propose meetings at which both parties attend. 

 

• If you are represented by a lawyer, your child’s lawyer will not communicate with you about 

the matter without your lawyer’s permission.  In the course of scheduling an appointment 

with your child, our office may have incidental communication with you in order to make 

these arrangements. 

 

• Please do not ask your child’s lawyer to convey a message or forward correspondence to 

your child. That is not their role. 

 

 


